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applicable."&mdash;In 1S56, the Argenteuil Prize of &pound;480 will be
awarded to the author of the most useful improvement in the
treatment of stricture of the urethra, during the sexennial
period (1850-56); or else to the author of the most important
improvement in the treatment of other diseases of the urinary
organs.

HEALTH OF LoXDOX DURING THE WEEK ENDING
SATURDAY, JAN, 21.-The health of London has experienced a
favourable change. A milder atmosphere has reduced the deaths
from 1492 registered in the preceding week, to 1195 in the
week that ended on Saturday. A rise in mean temperature
from 290 in the last week of 1853, and 30.2&deg; in the first week
of the new year, to 37.5&deg; and 42. 2&deg; in the last two weeks, has
been followed by a decrease in the mortality, of about 300. In
the ten weeks corresponding to last week of the years 1844-53,
the average number of deaths was 1142, which raised in pro-
portion to increase of population, becomes 1256. The Return
of last week gives a result less by 61 than the calculated
amount. The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory
organs, exclusive of phthisis and hooping-cough, amount to
250, and those produced by zymotic complaints are about the
same number. Fatal cases of bronchitis have declined from
184 in the previous week to 133 in the last; pneumonia, from
114 to 75. The former complaint is less, but is still above the
average; the latter is now below it. Bronchitis existing in
the chronic state in aged persons, and stimulated to increased
activity by a fall in the temperature, continues its course when
the atmosphere has become warmer; the natural powers in ad-
vanced life are nearly exhausted, and its mortality less rapidly
declines. A different effect is observed in young persons liable
to pneumonia and other acute diseases from exposure to cold;
when the cause is removed, its fatal consequences almost im-
mediately cease.

Last week the births of 845 boys and 855 girls, in all 1700
children, were registered in London. In the nine correspond-
ing weeks of the years 1845-53 the average number was 1451.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Investigator.&mdash;Of all the hospital physicians and surgeons in London, not
more than five or six were present at the meeting. A glance at the follow-
ing list, taken in great haste, of the names of gentlemen who were NOT
THERE will show how absurd it is to pretend that the late meeting at all
approached the most influential medical assembly that the metropolis
could proluce. It is most probable that many of the highly infiuential
gentlemen, whose names are here given, had become acquainted, before the
meeting was held, with the character and objects of its promoters. Some of
those who attended the meeting have obtained information since which has
caused them not a little sorrow :-Dr. Paris, President of the College of
Physicians; Mr. Luke, President of the College of Surgeons; Sir B. C.

Brodie, Mr. Guthrie, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Fergusson, Mr. Coulson, Dr.
Nairne, Dr. Barker, Dr. Owen ReeR, Dr. Seth Thompson, Mr. Keate, Mr.
T. Copeland, Mr. Solly, Dr. Turner, Dr. C. Hne, Dr. Bright, Dr. Monro, Dr.
Mayo, Dr. Southey, Dr. F. Hawkins, Mr. Travers, Mr. C. Hawkins, Mr.
Swan, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Arnott, Mr. South, Mr. Skey, Mr. Hodgson, Mr.
Wormald, Mr. Pilcher, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Mackmurdo, Mr. Kiernan, Mr.
Gu1liyer, Mr. Partridge, Mr. J. H. Green, Professor Owen, Dr. Roupell,
Dr. Burrows, Mr. Lloyd, Dr. Farre, Dr. Jeanreson, Dr. Black, Mr. Paget,
Dr. West, Dr. Spurgin, Dr. Chowne, Mr. Hancock, Dr. J. A. Wilson Dr.
Page, Dr. Bence Jones, Dr. Pitman, Dr. R. Lee, Mr. Tatum, Mr. H. C.
Johnson, J’,1r. P. Hewitt, Dr. Addison, Dr. Barlow, Dr. Hughes, Dr. Gull,
Mr. Cock, Mr. Hilton, Mr. Birkett, Mr. A. Poland, Dr. Lever, Dr. Oldham,
Mr. France, Mr. Stocker, Mr. Erichsen, Mr. liarshall, Mr. Statham, Dr.
Sharpey, Mr. Graham, Mr. Ellis, Dr. Grant, Dr. H. Roe, Dr. Barnes, Dr.
Kingston, Dr. Basham, Dr. Radeliffe, Mr. Hillman, Dr. Tweedie, Dr. South-
wood Smith, Mr. Blenkins, Mr. Rodgers, Mr. Grainger, Dr. Daniell, Dr.
Lankester, Mr. Bloxam, Mr. Warder, Dr. A. J. Sutherland, Dr. Beget, Dr.
C. J. B. Williams, Dr. Cursham, Dr. Cotton, Dr. Wadham, Mr. A. Ure, Sii

J. Forbes, Sir J. Clark, Dr. Locock, Mr. Propert, Mr. Tegart, Dr. Billing,
Dr. F. Winslow, Mr. Quekett, Mr. Dixon, Mr. Guthrie, jun., Dr. Benjamin
Guy Babington, Dr. F. Bird, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Travers, jun., Dr. H
Bennet, illr. Acton, 1YIr. Blagden, Mr. Arthur Stone, Dr. Ashwell, Dr
Gairdner, Mr. C. Brooke, Dr. Glover, Dr. E. Forbes, Dr. F. Royle, Dr
Latham, Mr. E. Wilson, Dr. M. Wilson, Mr. Beaman, sen., Mr. Callaway
Dr. Habershon, Dr. A. S. Taylor, Dr.I:. Quain, Mr. E. A. Lloyd, Dr. Watson
Dr. Ferguson, Dr. Budd, Dr. Todd, Dr. G. Johnson, Mr. Bowman, Mr
Rymer Jones, Dr. Cobb, Dr. Little, Dr. Fraser, Dr. Herbert Davies, Dr
Pa--ker, Dr. Gibbon, Dr. Eamsbotham, llIr. John Adams, Mr. Curling, Mr
Critchett, Dr. W. B. Carpenter, Dr. Letheby, Dr. Alderson, Dr. Tyler Smith
Dr. Crawford, Dr. Stewart, Mr. Shaw, Dr. Drinton, Dr. A. 1-fassall, Mr. T. C
Jackson, Dr. Goolden, Dr. Cohen, Ilr. Le Gros Clark, Mr. Simon, Dr. Waller
D-B Griffith, Dr. Walshe, Dr. Parkes, Mr. Quain, Dr. Rigby, Dr. N. Arnott
Sir S. Hammick, Mr. Massey, Dr. Baly, Mr. T. Bell.

Civis.&mdash;The meetings of the Harveian Society are held at 64, Edgeware-road.

The Rev. E. E.&mdash;It is otten difficult at the first glance to detect the inanouvreg
of advertising quacks. The plea of " benevolence" in these cases is usually
a snare, and the offer of gratuitous advice a means of getting into commu-
nication with persos, affected with some particular form of disease. It is

scarcely a safe proceeding to answer any advertisement which may appear
in a public journal with reference to the treatment of any malady. Cases
are constantly brought under our notice, in which persons have been made
the dupes of quacks from answering such advertisements. A case lately
brought before the Lambeth Police-office is an illustration of the mode in
which the advertising trade in "remedies" is carried on. Were the law

relating to the practitioners of medicine assimilated to that which regulates
the lawyers, no such fraudulent proceedings would take place. No law at

present in force can reach the otiender mentioned.
Dr. Clarlee, (Lamborne.)-l. The cases will be found detailed in the first
volume of THE LANCET for 1844.&mdash;2. The new stricture instruments can be
obtained of Weiss and Co., C2, Strand.-3, It appeared in the year 1828.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Being a constant reader of your valuable periodical, I take the liberty

of addressing to you these few lines.
If you refer to page 372 of your number for October 15, 1853, you will find a

letter from It C.," complaining that Dr. Parker, in his introductory lecture
at the London Hospital, alluded to the " errors of the Church of Rome," which
Dr. Parker most indignantly denied.
In your last number, in the Correspondents’ department, is a letter on

"Professional Degradation," from "Nemo," evidently the "B. C." of last
October, although he don’t take the initials of Roman Catholic, yet he in-
sinuates that he is one, else what can he mean by "No Irish need apply" in
connexion with the advertisement to which he alludes; but he goes farther,
and asserts that elevation of intellect is incompatible with Church of England
membership, and then warily introduces dissent. As an Irish dissenter, I beg
to "dissent" from "Nemo’s," cclzas " H. C.’s" conclusions, never having found
that being an Irishman stood in the way of my advancement; also 1 would
dissent from the only inference that can be drawn from "No Irish need
apply" in his letter, as in that case upwards of three millions of my fellow-
countrymen would at one fell swoop be added to the Popedom. But, Sir,
what do these letters aim at? Was not the apple of discord thrown into the
London Hospital without effect ?-and is it not now thrown into the Kent
Lunatic Asylum, in the hope of cansing professional discord there ? "Nemo"
says, "that the man who applies for the office of assistant-surgeon to the
Kent County Lunatic Asylum should be branded with a mark that would
stick to him as long as he lives," forgetting that he himself stalks through
the world with the "brand" of Jesuit on his brow.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
January, 185-1. J. M.

Dr. Deville complains of the treatment he has received in the museum of
Guy’s Hospital. His complaint appears to be well founded. We shall
advert to the circumstances on another occasion.

Fides, writing from St. Bartholomew’s, states that on Tuesday last, when it
was proposed to tie the external iliac artery, the theatre was so crowded
with strangers, that the students could not witness the various stages of
the operation. It is exceedingly unjust to the pupils to allow such an
obstructive system to exist. We shall publish the letter of "Fides" next
week.

An Hospital Surgeon.&mdash;The fact can be established beyond a doubt, that Mr.
Gay distributed, with his own hands, the document which contained such a
fulsome laudation of himself, and such pernicious reflections upon his

colleagues and upon the hospital in which he held the office of surgeon.
What would be said if one of a firm of country surgeons had done the same
thing? Probably, with the exception of Mr. Gay’s particular friend,
" Webber, of Norwich," there is scarcely a surgeon in England who would
have thus acted towards his colleagues and the institution to which he was
attached. Some of the respectable gentlemen who have espoused the cause
of Mr. Gay were but little prepared for this astounding disclosure.

Mr. Stevens.&mdash;Application should be made to the board of guardians of the
, union in which the case occurred. No doubt there is some remedy for such
, an injury ; but it is difficult to indicate the mode of procedure unless the

whole of the circumstances are stated to us.
:3I,.. J. Wright.&mdash;Residence is not necessary at St. Andrew’s. The examination
, for the degree is by written and viv&acirc; toce questions. Application should be
, made to Dr. Day, St. Andrew’s, N.B.
. An American.&mdash;No American qualification entitles its holder to practise in

England. The anomalies referred to are strange indeed; but though there
are "nineteen bodies" in the United Kingdom which grant degrees or

licences, the only legal qualification for an " apothecary" in England and
’. Wales is the licence of the worshipful Company in Blackfriars. A person
r may hold the eighteen other " qualifications," yet could not legally " attend,
’, prescribe, and dispense medicine for gain in a medical case," without the
a risk of prosecution.
:. B., (Isle of Wight.)&mdash;A member of the College of Surgeons, not possessing the
’. apothecaries’ licence, can be appointed vaccinator under the new Act. The
’. fees are 18. 6d. for each successful case within two miles of the residence of
r, the practitioner, and 2s. GJ. beyond that distance.
i, 3-f)’. T. Simpson.&mdash;No report has yet been issued from the East Surrey Cholera
’. Society. We are informed that the committee are engaged in collecting
r. facts with a view to their publication. The suggestions are good, and should

be forwarded to the honorary secretary, Mr. B. W. Richardson, Mortlake,
Surrey.

An "Ordinary 3Iedieal Attendant." &mdash;Pretty impertinent certainly. The

r, high-minded journalist, who is so opposed to "puffing," at all events has no
t, objection to admit into his columns sneers at the "ordinary medical

attendant." This, indeed, is a " new mode of supporting the specialist at
) the expense of the surgeon in general practice I"


